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Richard Mathews

Prc"- rram Manager- Nagonal Organic Program
DA AMS PP NOP

R.{,m-m 008-South Budding

(] }Y'l&ii?;EBE‘“lZ;{“n("ﬁ‘ Avenue, SW

Washmngton, [3C 20250-0020

Re: Support of NOSB’s recommendation for a rule change

Dt:ar Mr. Mathews

L am writing to express full support of te National Orpasic Standards Board’s reconumendation for a rule change & the
NOSHs giidance draft regarding paseare Lt‘.&}ﬂi!‘f’ﬂlﬁlts for the Mattonal Orpanic Prograss. As a consumet, I demand that the
LISIXA organde seal represends the troe meaning of “organic”™ which includes pastanng of animals as ouilined in the
Osganic Foods Production Act of 1990 and the National Organic Program Standards.

Providing cows with access &0 pasture assures that onganic principles are being met, with an interrelated system between the
anbyals and the land, working from the soil up to promeote an isterdependent commantty. Pasture provides benefits 1o cows
that inchede improved foot and jeg strength, reduced breeding pro blems, less stress, Jower culling rates, and enhanced
ity Repninants with sccess 10 pasture help cnsure an organic production system thay pmvsdf‘; living conditions that
allow antmals to satisfy thetr nataral behavior patiesns, provides the anials wath preveantative health care bencfits, and
irrproves hurmane ammsl care and their welfare.

These benefies are passed down to constiners throuph more nuttitious mitk. A recent study conducted by the Danish Tostroce

of Agricubtural Research tested milk from cows farmed organically and found that it wms 5% higher In Vitanin E, 75% ‘nng{rmr.
sy ety capotene and im:hr_r 0 omegs 3 essentiad fanry Attd‘. than conventional mitk This study tied these gualities 1o ﬂ!g;mlc

cows haviag room to graze and z diet high in fm’age, fresh grass and clover. :

Ankmals utiiising pasture natursily also avoids the concentration of manure issues associated with dry lot producton. Allowing
the cows to go to their food rather than bringing feed to the cows substaniially feduces the use of non-renewable resources
and machinery required for feed fTansportation.

Responsible acive management of quality pastste is an excellens way to improve soif quality. Careful mansgement of pastore
ensures maximune viltzanon of the caprure of solar enerpy, the basis of growing foomd Allowing some pasture 2reas to be
tallow for a porson of the season benefits biodiversiy by providing habitar for grasshand birds,

I firmly befieve requirtg pasture for ruminants prometes s sustainable agriculneral system, providing maltiple benefiss o the
antmals, enviromment and consumers of oganme products, For these reasons, | request that the Natonal Organic Program
zeeepts the NOSH's recommendation for a rule change and the draft gutdance document that states grazed feed must provide
a signifioant porton of ronl feed requuvements, inchading during the stage of lactation. These standatds are expected nf cromne

farms, and food marketed under the TISTYA orgunic smi, and should rot be compromised.

Secerely,
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